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DFA's FIRST GATHERING A RESOUNDING SUCCESS!?

DFA's first big social affair sparked 1like
Halley*s comet when a number of.about 300
Danes and Filipinos flocked to the Sheraton
to celebrate its Christmas Party last 1llth
of December.

Ex Consul-Gen. and Mrs. Hjalmar Ibsen
graced the party together with RP National
Media Information Center (NMIC) representa-
tive for Burope, Mrs. Nita U. Berthelsen
who was also guest speaker of the .affair,
Philippine Trade representative to Demmark
Romulo Manlapid, also attended the affair
as an honored guest together with -‘Sheraton
officialsa, ’

Mrs. Berthelsens talk was a search for
more sincerity in all our dealings with
each other - 1like doing things with love,
not only because of the Christmas season.
She noted that DFA "did not seem to be
like a splinter group or a 'grafted branch'
but rather a tree with roots and one in
full bleom and ready to bear fruits".

DFA Chairman John~ Blix spoke of the
rapid growth of the Association and cave as
reasons for its fast increase in membership
and popularity “democratic way this Associa
tion is being run, where the ordinary mem-
ber has the say, in contrast to  othere-
where the officers: decide for the members"

continued en back page

Former Consul-Gen. Hjalmar Ibsen and Yis
lovely wife grace the table while DFA Chair
man John Blix watch Mrs. N. Bethelsen sign
a document,

Bagsed on the aims of creating a truly rep-
resentative association of Danes and Fili-
pinos and stressing its non-political and
non-profit stature, the organizers of the
fast-growing DANISH FILIPINO ASSOCIATION ,
(DFA)signed a "manifesto' enumerating its
'raison d'etre' and outlining its aims and
purposes at an organizational meeting held
on the 19th of July at the rooftop of the
Broadway Passage on Vesterbro. Twenty-three
signers affixed their signatures at +this
particular meeting and as days -went on the
gigners to the Organigational Proclamation-
increased to forty.

It was agreed upen openly and by popul-
ar acclamation that the association ' sheulid
NOT impose the payment of monthly dues but
instead only expect voluntary contributions
and donations from members. Other sources
of income shall be lotteries, raffles, bin-
808, bazaars, etc.. It was also agreed upon
that elections in this association shall be
the same as those of other Danish associa~
tions: open votation and no campaign of can
didates whatsoever: to eradicate all traces
of politiking. Monthly meetings and bingos
if possible, shall be held and major deci-
sions placed to the attending members for
final approval and consent,

Many *pioneers®' and members of the Young
Generation-attended this historical organi-
zational meeting,

There was a little salu-salo after the
meeting courtesy of Leonor Kristensen, Ampy
Malveda, Josefa Pedersen and Linda Santos.

The organizers agreed to meet again at
& later meeting to choose their officers.

John Blix was unanimously elected tempo-
rary Chairman, The forty signers to the now
historic Organizational Proclamation were:
Leonardo Santos, John Blix, Angelita Jensen
Kjeld Darling, Dely Hansen, @rik Barlebo, If.
and Mrs. Miguel Machuca, Mr. Hans Serensen,
Erlidia Torres, Mr. and lirs. Jan Serensen,
kr. and Mrs. John Kjeller, Bobby Reyes, Leo
nor Krictensen, Aida Vasquez, Ir. and lirs.
Felix Palitang, Larry Abundo, Fred Bernal,
Mr. and Mrs. Brieva, Poul Sobieraj, Jocelyn
Villanueva, Joselito Gales, Gracela Vergara
Jerry Torres, Conrad Torres, Vicente Torres
ias Lou~des Robles, Jeanne Torres, Rafael
Fabres, Jerry Soriano, Mr, and Mrs. Niels
Qvist, ¥r. an’ ''rs. Araza, Rogelio Hacinag,
Renn Adristico and Linda 3antose
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DFAts PRF;—VALEI‘TTIN&Q AFFATR — JAMPACEEDR;

An unexpectedly 1large number of FilDanes
attended DFA's Valentines Party at Allega~
de 10 on the 13th of February. The capacity
of the hall was up to 110 but attendance
was recorded at 154 and an ajoining room-
had to be used. Notwithstanding: this lack
of space the festivities went on. Bmcee
Rose Jimenez told the audience of the real
story behind Valentines. This was followed
by a short talk by DPFA Chairman John Blix
who thanited his large audience for  +their
genuine and unsolicited support of all DFA
activitiess A search for Miss Valentines im
mediately ensued.

“\o‘, NEWS@ l

The winners of the contest were:
Miss Valentines - Tina C. 7, Larsen
2) liiss Love ~ Alma Cagara
3) 1‘L'Lss Faith - Josephine Gales
4) liss Charm - laribel Eres

Nr., Valentines was automatically Tina's
friend and fiancé Jerry 3Soriano who is also
one of DrA's Assistants,.

The sound system broke dowm and caused
anxiety to both the arrangers and the large
crowd, Heanwhile, '"at-mad" was served-
tha1ks to the kind help of several staunch
DFAzns always ready to give a helping hand.
After the stereo set was fixed, dancing got
underway and the ensuing evening or what
was left of it, was saved .. everyone had a
wonderful time with parlor games and lively
dancing. The PA incident made Chairman JB
remark, "Jhat DFA really needs is a heavy-
duty stereo sete This dincident MUST NOT
happen again",

Voluntary gifts to the winners were gi
ven courtesy of: Mr./Mrs. Ressel, Iir./Mrs,
Palitang, Wr./l'rs. Torres, Mr./Mrs. Navarro
Mr./Mrs. Alcaraz, lir./lirs. Cachola, Isabel
Malacas, and Perlie Vasquez (a zift to each
and every winmer).

Father. Patrick Sheils and Father Niel-—-
sen graced and blessed the affair.

DFA's first gathering....cont*d from page 1

He also noted that ™from a mere 23, DFA
is now moving towards member number 4007,
finally, Blix said that even as others had
thought that DFA was just ®ningas~cogon'the
contrary shows that DFA is here to stay and
closed by saying "It is not funds that make
an association but its members and it is =
YOU, the members, that makes this Associa
tien dynamic". :

Emcee Mrs. Rose Jimenez and JB thanked
Mr. and Mrs. Benny Corpuz of Galaxe Leather
for their raffle gift of the evening: a
leather bag worth DKr.350.,00 which was won
by & Banish lady guest. There were several
other gifts frem Toms Chocolade and from in
dividual members.

A Filipino folk dance was presented hy a
group called the 'Perlas Ng Silangan' and
several ballads were rendered by Oscar Tri-
nidad and Bobby Reyes - both DFA pioneers.
Perlas Ng Silangan' also rendered GChrist-
mas songs ably sang by Emily, Larry, Vangie
Ed and Yolly Abundo, Hazel and Henny Jacol-
be, Raquel Cruz, Alma Cantor, Adela Malveda
together with Joseph Jorgensen and Oscar
Trinidad, Mommy Torres, Nardie Santos and
John Blix also sang with the group. -Assis-
ting with his guitar was Eddie Abundo. A mo
dern dance exhibition was presented by Benn
Adriatico, Crisanta Santos and Tommy Cagara
Finally, a Christmas poem was expertly reci
ted by Salvador (Jun) and Aurea Eres' son,
Bong.

Although there were some minor snags
like serving of the soup before Fr. Patrick
said the invocation, the extremely happy &
reaceful affair lasted until about one AsM.
The celebrants relished on the lavish -and
excellent food under the coordination of
Mrs, Erlidia (Mommy) Torres. There wss' so
much food left that many guests were also -~
able to take some wrappings home. Serving,
ushering and much of the help was ably done
by the voluntary assistance of the ‘Young
Generation',

The ladies in the sing!.ng group - in ac’cion



